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DURRANT, Frederick Charles 
 

GS/48116, Private  
11th Battalion, Royal Fusiliers 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Friday, 10th August 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Menin Gate, Ypres 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 20 years  
 
In the 1850’s John and Alice Durrant were residents of Ixworth, near Bury St 
Edmunds, with John working as an agricultural labourer.  In 1871 their son James, 
married Editha and they lived with her widowed father, Jabez, at Mellis Green, near 
Eye.  Editha died in 1877 leaving James with a son, Jabez, and two daughters.  
James re-married in 1881 and eventually moved, with his wife Louisa and children, 
to 67 High Street, Haverhill, where James found work as a gardener. 
 
Jabez married Anne Barker on 23 Dec 1891 at St Mary’s, Haverhill.  Anne was from 
Castle Camps, Cambridgeshire, her father a boot maker and her mother a 
needlewoman.  Anne and her younger sister Julia had been in lodgings at 3 Broad 
Street, Haverhill, and both were tailoresses. 
 
Jabez & Anne set up home and 
business at 46 Queen Street with 
James working as a basket maker. 
Frederick Charles their 3rd son was 
born there in 1897.  It is difficult to 
imagine his early childhood as Anne 
had five more children before his ninth 
birthday, one was stillborn and three 
died within one week of being born; 
one was named ‘No-More’, a desperate 
cry from a desperate lady. 

 
Queen Street about 1900:  No.46 next to Hayward’s Coach & Motor Works. 

 
By 1911 the family had moved to Sturmer, close to the Red Lion, with Jabez working 
as a beer retailer and farmer, and son Frederick working on the farm.  Frederick 
enlisted at Sturmer, probably at the same time as another casualty from Haverhill, 
Thomas Ford. Maybe the recruiting sergeant did a regular tour of the village inns 
distributing the ‘King’s Shilling’. They were both to join the 11th Battalion Royal 
Fusiliers (City of London Regiment), who were stationed at Colchester with service 
numbers just four apart.  (Thomas Ford died from wounds in June, 1918) 
 
Frederick’s Battalion was sent to France in July 1915 and was to see action on the 
Western Front including the Third Battle of Ypres, which began in June 1917 with the 
capture of the Messines Ridge.  The battle for Passchendaele, which began at the 
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end of July, became a dogged struggle against determined opposition and rapidly 
deteriorating weather. 
 
These extracts from the 11th Battalion diary for 9th/10th August tell us:  
Tapes were laid in ‘no mans land’ for the troops to form up on. … The kick off at 
‘Zero’ was good with … the companies in position in good time. … The objective was 
reached in good order and close behind the barrage, but came under destructive 
machine gun fire.  Time about 5.05am.  The Lewis gunners of the 11th Royal 
Fusiliers …came into action here in an attempt to counter the enemy’s machine guns 
and snipers.  The position remained the same until about 6 am by which time all the 
Officers and many of the N.C.O.s were casualties.  The enemy then counter 
attacked…   
 
Many men were cut off and when they were relieved at 4 am on the 11th August they 
went back to the huts at Dickebusch having lost 17 officers and 328 other ranks. 
 
Private, 48116 Frederick Charles Durrant was one of the men killed in action on the 
10th August 1917.    

 
He is commemorated 
on the Menin Gate 
Memorial at Ypres 
which bears the names 
of more than 54,000 
officers and men whose 
graves are not known. 
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Frederick is 
remembered on the 
Haverhill War Memorial 
and also the Sturmer 
Memorial. 

 


